WHERE DO WE START?!

The Texas Family Code

Section 1.002: “Court” means the district court, juvenile
court having the jurisdiction of a district court, or other

court expressly given jurisdiction
of a suit under this title.

District Courts
AJ Courts
County Courts at Law
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FAMILY LAW MATTERS

— Divorce
e Child Custody, Child Support, Access
* Property Settlements

— SAPCR
e Adjudicating Parentage
e Child Custody, Child Support, Access

— ENFORCEMENT

— TERMINATION

— ADOPTION

— PROTECTIVE ORDERS




PETITIONS

Petitions for Divorce or Suit Affecting Parent Child Relationship (SAPCR) are
filed with the clerk of the court.

WHY IS DIVORCE SO EXPENSIVE? Petitions for divorce must contain:
: g > The discovery level under which the case is to be

conducted;

» Whether there is an objection to having the case
heard by an associate judge;

> The names of the parties;

» Jurisdiction requirements;

> Service address, no service necessary or service
via publication (with attached exhibit);

% A > Whether a protective order exists (attached if

foved and , V. applicable or promise to be filed before any

than to be stuck hearing TFC§6.405(b));

with an idiot » Whether there are minor children (if applicable

FOREVER! 0N TFC §6.406(b) and information on the children as

required by TFC §102.008); and

> Whether health insurance is available for the
child.




TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDERS

You guys are experts at Temporary Orders after the last
session. ©




TEMPORARY HEARINGS

- Limited amount of time to present evidence

- MAJOR ISSUES

- Temporary Orders

@

- Housing

- Children

- Vehicles

- Businesses

- Temporary usage
- Injunctions

Practice Tip- The
Respondent has a statutory
right to three days notice of
the temporary hearing!




FINAL HEARINGS

Prove-ups
/ Practice Tip- Contested hearings
Pro Se Hearl ngs ( ) require a 45 day notice period.
Make sure you expedite orders

Trla IS tO the benCh setting final hearings so the 45 day

requirement is met.

Trials to a jury




PRO SE LITIGANTS

- Texas Bench Book states: “Litigants should be notified (perhaps with notice by the
Clerk at the time of filing) that they are required to follow the same rules and
necessary procedures as attorneys.”

- WAIVERS Me: Hey, SO 'm ?‘GP“‘Q
- Specific
e | yﬁu can he!p me...

- Parent Stabilization Course as required by TFC

- Final Hearings
- Written request
- Pro Se Day
- Extra hands on deck
- No orders directly to pro se parties

/ Practice Tip- Get to know your Court!

Practice Tip- Pamphlets are your BEST FRIEND when it comes to pro se
parties!

Practice Tip- Standardize your process!! Your Court will thank you. ©




MISCELLANEOUS

Sovereign Citizens
Indigent Fees
— Statement of inability to pay court costs

— Obijection filed, hearing in Court with clerk

— Order presentment
COVID-19, ZOOM and Docket Sheets
Required consolidations
Reopening of cases
Final Decrees
Ex Parte Communications
Prove up script
WRITS
XP Extraordinary relief




INTERESTING STATISTICS

According to the Office of Court Administration, 40% of all
new filings are domestic/family law filings.

Researchers have estlmated that a divorce occurs every 13

seconds in the US.  MADDBI “IE "“-Bm 0“! cmm_.

Researchers have also
found that divorces
vary by month!
Holidays and
Vacations seasons are
slow times for filings.
Top 10 cities in Texas
with the highest
divorce rates are: eeor . .
Paris, Bellmead, Rockdale, Sinton, Brady, Port Lavaca, Decatur,
Gatesville, Giddings and Kerrville
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